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	EPW Non Shell – MSA V-Gard Hard Hat – Single Crack Reports

	Alert #AW-NS-EPW-09-09-002
	EPW 
	Issue Date: September, 2009

	What happened

MSA has recently received reports regarding the development of a single crack across the top of the V-Gard shell of their MSA V-Gard hard hats manufactured in March 2008. 

According to MSA, there has been misleading information circulated about a User Advisory and Recall on this product. They issued the attached letter to address this issue.
Key Findings:
MSA testing indicates that V-Gard Caps that exhibit this type of crack continue to meet ANSI and CSA impact and penetration test requirements, however the crack would prevent the cap from passing the electrical resistance test. 

MSA recommend end users to inspect hard hats daily (before and after each use). MSA will replace any V-Gard Caps manufactured in March 2008 that exhibit this type of crack without being impacted. 

For more information on this issue and how to report defective hard hats, see attached letter from manufacturer below.
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	Recommendations
· Always inspect your hard had before and after each use. Proper inspection is essential to ensure Personal Protective Equipment is adequate to provide you the protection you need.  If there are signs of a hard hat not being adequate to provide the required protection, it shall be removed from service immediately.

· Remove from service any MSA V-Gard hard hat presenting a crack. Check for manufacturer’s code 3-08. If applicable, follow instructions provided by the manufacturer in the attached letter to report the occurrence and process replacement.    The code can be found on manufacturer’s stamp on the underside brim of the hard hat (see picture above). The stamp inside the brim of the hardhat has “08” in the center (for the year) and the arrow pointing at the “3” for third month.

More information
MSA V-Gard Protective Cap Letter
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           Goal Zero: Zero injuries, Zero fatalities
This document is provided for information purposes only and is not and must not be construed as providing technical advice.  If such advice or assistance is necessary, the services of an appropriate qualified professional should be retained.  You must not rely on this document to address any general or specific questions that may apply to your operations or to a particular set of facts. Shell Exploration and Production Co. and its affiliates make no claim, representation or warranty, express or implied, as to the completeness, correctness or usefulness of this document to produce any particular results with regard to the subject matter contained herein or that this document will satisfy the requirements of any applicable federal, state or local laws and regulations.  Shell Exploration and Production Co. and its affiliates make no representation or express or implied warranty and assumes no liability of any kind, resulting from the use or reliance on this document.
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